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not have lacked method, and that these insults to Apis
and his worshippers were only part of a deliberate plan
for crushing the spirit of the conquered nation. It is to
this period that Herodotos assigns the murder of his
brother Smerdis whom Kambyses in a dream had seen
sitting on a throne while his head touched the heaven.
Putting on this dream the only interpretation which would
suggest itself to a despot, Kambyses at once sent off an
officer named Prexaspes with orders to slay the prince.
But his army on its homeward march had not advanced
beyond the Syrian village of Agbatana, when a herald
coming from Sousa bade all Persians to own as their king
not Kambyses but his brother Smerdis. Prexaspes on
being questioned swore that he had slain and buried the
prince with his hands ; and the despot, now seeing that
the dream had showed him another Smerdis, wept for his
brother whom he had so uselessly done to death. Then
bidding his people march on at once against the usurper,
he leaped on his horse ; but the sword from which the
sheath had accidentally fallen off gashed his thigh, the
part where he had wounded the calf-god. Then asking
the name of the place, he learnt that he was at Agbatana:
and at Agbatana the oracle of Bouto had declared that
he was to die. Thus far he had indulged therefore in
pleasant dreams of an old age spent among the Median
hills ; but he knew now that the Syrian village was to be
the limit of his course. His remaining days or hours
were spent in bewailing his evil deeds to his courtiers, and
in exhorting them to stand out bravely agqjnst the usurper
who intended to transfer to the Medes the supremacy of
the Persians. His words were not much heeded, for
Prexaspes now swore as stoutly that he had never harmed
Smerdis as he had to Kambyses declared that he had
buried him with his own hands ; and thus the Magian
Smerdis became king of the Persians. But his reign was to